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-By Dennis Decker 
Warning Coordination Meteorologist 
National Weather Service, Melbourne FL 


It is with great pleasure that I present a series of articles 
by Dennis Decker of the National Weather Service in 
Melbourne. Mr. Decker eagerly accepted my request to 
contribute to the FLORIDA SKIP. He is frequently called 
upon to speak to organizations and his slide/talk programs 
are very interesting and informative. Mr. Decker coordinates 
_ the SKYWARN system with amateur radio organizations 
throughout the area. ger/| 


LESSONS FROM HURRICANE ANDREW 


_ Hurricane Andrew among other things was a wake up 
_ call. Prior to Andrew, Florida had not experienced a major 
hurricane (Category III or greater) in almost 30 years. 
Unfortunately most residents do not know just how fre- 
quently major hurricanes can strike Florida. Hurricanes tend 
to occur in cycles. In the decade of the 1940s, 12 hurricanes 
_ struck the state. Seven were Category III or stronger. The 
nagging question is could it happen again? The answer is yes. 


Will it happen over the next 10 years? We don’t know for. 


sure, but due to the cyclic nature of long term hurricane 
patterns, it is possible that we could return to a pattern 
similar to the 1940s. ( 


THE HURRICANE EVACUATION PROBLEM 


_ One of the many problems the National Weather Service 
and Emergency Management officials will have to contend 
with as a result of Hurricane Andrew is possible changes in 
evacuation behavior. Most of the destruction wrought by 
Andrew was from high winds. Thousands of homes and 
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mobile homes were destroyed or severely damaged. Images 
of chaos persisted in the news media for weeks and even 
months as south Dade County struggled to recover. Soon we 
began hearing people say, “‘If a hurricane like Andrew heads 
this way again, I’m leaving South Florida’’. This has many 
officials worried. The greatest threat to life in a hurricane is .- 
in the storm surge zone along the coast. We were lucky in 
Andrew that a highly populated barrier island like Miami 
Beach was not over washed by the storm surge. 


It is basically impossible to evacuate inland or even 
coastal towns and cities that are out of the coastal storm _ 
surge areas but are in the path of a hurricane. The scenario 
that hurricane preparedness officials fear the most is the 
gridlock that could occur on highways if coastal and inland 
residents flee an approaching storm. This could prevent 
people who are in the storm surge area from successfully 
reaching inland shelter, and it could trap a large number of. 
people on highways, bridges and causeways as winds reach 
hurricane force. Wind gusts of 80 to 120 MPH can overturn 
high profile vehicles like campers and trucks. Higher winds 
can overturn almost any vehicle. 


No matter where you live, you should not stay in a mobile 
home or a house of weak construction during hurricane 
conditions. Go to a public shelter or a strong building out of 
the coastal evacuation zone. If you live inland in a sturdy 
structure you should consider remaining at home during the 
hurricane. 


If you decide to ride the hurricane out in your home, 
make your preparations early. As the hurricane reaches your 
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| NOTICE SNOW BIRDS 


|. PLEASE - When you FLY North or South, or any other 
place, please let us know at least 2 to 3 weeks in advance]. 
When you move without advising us, the Post Office returns|’ 
you SKIP and it costs us 35 cents for each issue. It used to 
be 15 cents, but they increased it over 100 percent. Please 
help us do a better job for you... Thanks!! Editor 
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Gerry (KC4EHT), Managing Editor 


‘Has everybody had enough dinosaur drivel yet? Your M.E. 
made it through another month in spite of the new wave of 
dinosaur-mania. The weather shifted into hot gear providing 
me with a new set of paranoias and problems. The paranoia: 
are those objects in my yard rocks, or are they dinosaur eggs 
about to hatch? The problem: the day of the annual great air 
conditioner turn on arrived. I flicked the thermostat to COOL 
but found that I wasn’t ‘‘on the air’’. A call to the 
quick-response air conditioner ‘‘jump team’’ got me back on 
the air but took my transmitter ‘‘off the air’’. At the risk of 
exposing myself to ridicule, snide remarks, many suggestions, 
and even criticism, I will tell you my plight. 


I became aware of my transmitter problem the first time I 
used it to check into my morning CW net. Each character I 
transmitted was accompanied by a huge ‘“‘bump’’; but the 
sound was all around me and not coming from the transmitter. 
As would be expected, a quick visual inspection showed 
nothing. No dinosaurs tip-toeing around. Time to check into 
the net. My QNI line just about shook the house off the 
foundation. I have had some serious and bazaar problems in 
ham radio, but nothing resembling this. I immediately checked — 
out of the net as gracefully as I could. I tried to indicate that I 
had big troubles with as few characters possible. 


I enlisted the aid of a neighbor to help me track down the 
source of the noise. It turned out that I was keying my air 
conditioner on and off and the. bumping noise was the 
compressor unaccustomed to being keyed at 30WPM. Other 
than repairing the air conditioner, what had. I done differently? 
Aha! During the winter, I installed a 40M dipole and it passes 
over the house above the location of the digital thermostat. 
Assisted by John (AB4ET), author of some of the articles you 
read in SKIP and who is responsible for turnkey communica- 
tions -installations all over the world, we dismantled the 
thermostat, put torroids around each individual lead and 
installed a torroid on the entire cable. The problem still 
existed. John pronounced the antenna as not being high 
enough and went home. Enter George (NSAUV) who was here 
to assist me with my fax modem which was acting erratically. 
I told, him of another interesting phenomena that occurred 
while I was playing my keyboard; everytime the phone rings, 
the VU meter on my keyboard mixer pegs. 


‘Continued on Page 24». 
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Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


From DOC, W4SME Net Manager FPTN... with the crashin 
and bangin continuing for generally lousy Net operating conditions, 
the Net got through 31 sessions and busted through the 1200 mark 
of checkins with 1209 and an average of 39 per session. Amidst this 
group were scattered 142 Travelers who came and joined the Net. 
And we are always wishin g there were more that would arise and 
join us on 3940Khz at 1055Z daily. The traffic count tumbled to a 
low of 365 pieces with an average of only 11+ per session even 
with the Mother’s Day push. Maybe we can scare up some more 
interest over Father ‘s Day? On Friday, May 28th, WA4QXT called 
WA4EYU as the 1000th station and Charlie(Mayor Ex-Officio of 
Jax) answered and became the winner of the Golden Cookie award 
for May Congrats Chas! Well the news for May is that the Net 
Manager finall y sold his house in Micco and got moved to Atlantic 
Beach where he used to live during the 70’s. However, with one 
BIG stumbling block. It is now apparent that in this new home( 
Condominium living for Retired Military) every time I depress the 


key or hit the mike, I set off the darndest conglomeration of alarms 


and strange people want to know if I am alive? So, I'll be delayed 
getting on the air for a while until I can find a way to circumvent all 
these electronic wonders that are installed to protect my physical 
status. Nobody ever thought to ask how all this affected my mental 
status. I better not print it either! Our beloved past Net Manager is 
having a terrible seige with back and leg pain associated with what 
may well b e a Lumbar disc dislocation. We all wish Bill, 
WB4WYG a speedy recovery, relief from the pain and a good 
night’s sleep. Hurry back, we all miss you. Dave, N4GMU has been 
acting as Asst. Net Manager and is doing a great job and I sincerely 


thank him for filling my shoes during this moving hassle. Join © 


FPTN every moming for Fun with the Traffic Handling Fam- 
ily...now it’s 30 es 73/88’s, W4SME. 


From MORT...WX4H, Net Manager, FMTN. Net activity in 
May surely cooled down after a busy April, but that can be expected 
with vacations starting and other events taking up more time, the 
summer doldrums have begun so those of us who remain will have 
to pick up the slack and keep the traffic flowing. However, among 
the 90 percent or better group checking in, we recognize NR2F, 
WX4H, N4JAQ, WA4NDA, AP5PG, WB4QKI, WA4QXT, 
KC4VK, WA9VND, WB4WYG. And in the 80 percent or better we 
find N4ADI, WA4EIC, K9EHP, K4EUK, WA4JVR, 
KB9UN...Seventy percen t or better KC4VBM, WA4EYU, N4HAS, 
KI4NN, N4QVT AND WA4RUE. Walt, WA4QXT will be leaving 
us for an extended period during June and later in the summer. I am 


hoping that I can look forward to MANY of you helping with 4th ~ 


Region, Transmit and Receiv e, Eastern and Fifth Region Liaison 
Remember, when you act as Liaison, you not only help with the 
traffic, but you get to meet others doing the same kind of work in 
other states. Sometimes, you find that you have many things in 
common. By the time that you read this, June will have passed and 
the new FMTN Net Manager will have been elected. I sincerely 
hope that you will afford the new Net Manager all the help and 
support that all of you have given to me. Thanks for all the good 
work in support of FMTN. 73/88’s MORT 


From Bob, KC4ZHF, Asst. Net Manager, SEFTN. Where in 
the world did the month of May disappear to soooo fast? Seems like 
I just started a new Net activity sheet and it’s already full. Iam very 
happy to announce that we once again passed the 1000th checkin 
when Wille Hill, KC4JNM joined the Net on the 27th. Not only 
that, we had total chec kins for the month of 1188 with an average 
of 38 stations per session. That’s just super and thats an increase of 
81 checkins over last month. Although the traffic count was down 
slightly, the Net handled 291 pieces in 1754 minutes with an 
average of 9 pieces per session and 6 minutes per message. The Net 
now has it’s own Historian, KB4WBY who is keeping daily logs to 
determine those stations maintaining 100% checkin records . For the 
month of May, KD4HGU, KD4KHS, KD4JMV, KB4WBY and 
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KC4ZHF a Il became ’’ 100 Per-Centers ’’ and their efforts are duly 
noted. The HURRICANE SEASON is with US. Nine months ago 
Andrew passed through our area. While gone in time, Andrew is 
certainly not forgotten. And will not be for years to come. Dr. Bob 
S heets and other members of the National Hurricane Center have 
been on the road ACTIVELY telling people about how to handle 
themselves in case of another Hurricane. All of you members 
should take advantage of EVERY opportunity to learn as much as 
pos sible about Hurricanes and what to do in case of one 
approaching our area. Be sure to obtain your ARES card now and 
know personally those that you will be working with in any 
communication disaster. KE4PT, W4ROA, N4HHP, WD4FRB and 
WB4OGP all have attended a local Hurricane Conference in Coral 
Springs and Amateurs have demonstrated how Packet can work 
during a disaster, each of these meetings has had representation 
from SEFTN. Keep up the good work and dont’t forget, SEFTN 
MEETS 365 days of the year on 146.19/79 at 1800(local time). Join 
with us...you’re always Welcome. 73/88’s Bob, KC4AHF. 


From EARL, K4FQU Net Manager, SWFTN...The early signs 
of summer are with us as during the mo nth of May we experienced 
the usual drop in checkins with an accompanying decrease in the 
traffic count. During the Net’s 26 sessions, we had 493 checkins 
averaging almost 19 per session handling 124 pieces of traffic with 
virtually 5 pieces per ses sion. The Net experienced a brief surge 


. with Mother’s Day traffic which helped a lot and we look forward 


to repeating the increased input over the Father’s Day observance as 
well. I am having a great time as Net Manager with just a great 
group of N et Control Stations doing a splendid job as I sit back and 
doodle. Maybe during the summer I’ll be able to help. out while 
some of you are off on your vacations. In the intervening period 
between issues of this column, Field Day will have occurre d and I 
hope that all of those of you that got out and participated had lots of 
fun, increased your capabilities and got lots of good practice 
supporting the club effort. Also, by the time that you read this, 
SWFTN elections will have taken place an d the new Net Manager 
will be on the job. Please award that person the same support and 
assistance that you have shown to me during my tour as your 
Manager. 73/88’s EARL 


TRAFFIC HOUNDS MAY, 1993 


-By Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 
STM, S. FL 


QNI AVG. QTC/QNI 


QTC AVE SESS MGR 


952 154 509 82 62 
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4142 1348176 © $:7> tet 
381 6.1 131. 2:1) 262 
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273 88°. 5798 © OS) 
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28:25 | Gai ands 9226 
69 41 je Se 
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RRR OE Avia 
31.3 23 09 
{2401 42 WA4PFK 0.34 
TL ONS> 7 SOLO KD4GR_0.09 
TOTAL 2282 TOTAL 0.29 © 


AA4HT 0.53 
KD4GR__ 0.24 
WX4H ~— 0.47 
W4DL 1.08 
WB4QKI 0.43 
WD4KBW 0.34 
K4FQU 0.25 
WB4GCK 0.50 
KC4ECA 0.29 
N4SGQ 0.09 
WA4QXT 0.35 
KD40BN 0.09 
NR2F _0.08 
WA4NDA 0.19 
N4ZMQ 0.06 
W4FVO 0.04 
N4ZDD 0.03 


Ed Roller (K41A), Editor 


QFN Reported by Rip, AA4HT: The traffic count in May was 
509 which is down considerably from the 874 in April. The 
checkins were 952, about the same as we had in April. Two 
stations, KA4FZI and WA4PFK had 100% perfect attendance on the 
late session. Thanks for you continuing efforts. 

Summer vacation time is here again so the net is continuously 
looking for volunteers to substitute as net reps and net controls 
when those operators are on vacation. This is a good opportunity for 
those of you who have not experienced on of these positions to give 
it a try. Don’t hesitate to volunteer when you hear a QNC, or let me 
know you would like to fill in. 

So far the cooperation as usual has been great, but several 
stations have had to do double and sometimes triple duty. Some of 
the stations that have stepped forward and worked the extra duty 
are: N2WX, WX4H, K4IA, KA4FZI, KC4ECA, K4ZK, and 
K4SCL. The net very much appreciates your extra efforts. I hope I 
didn’t leave anyone out. 

Some early QEN sessions will probably have to move to our 40 
meter frequency, 7061 KHz or thereabouts, due to SSB operations. 
If you are NCS sometimes a dead 80 meter band can be determined 
by some pre-net contacts. So if you don’t hear us, try 40 meters. 
Late net is normally OK on 3651 KHz. See you on QEN, daily at 7 
& 10 PM local time. 

-73, Rip 

Gator Net Manager Dan, W4DL Writes: K4JI (George) was 
the victim of high winds but still on the air with a jury-rigged 
antenna. W4DL (Dan) is celebrating his grandson’s masters degree 
and return to Florida. WA4EYU (Charley) and the Mrs. will 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on June 15th. Charley got 
an award for 30 years of broadcasting bulletins. W3CUL (May) and 
W3VR (Al) are working on their beam and are back in the antique 
business - from grandfather clocks to china. N2AOX (Dick) will be 
off the net for a few days modifying his home brew linear and 
putting his antenna back up. It is not laying on the ground and roof 
but still in operation. N4EKC (Chris), who has been up north, will 
return to the net June 9th. 

-73, Dan 

QFNS Reported by Acting Manager Laura, WA9VND: I’m 
helping WA4QXT play a little hookey. QNI? 215, QTC 75, QND 
585 for May. High volume QNI: WC4D, KA4FZI, WA4PFK and 
WA9YVND with WB4LRG and KD4GR not too far behind. 

NIMHC, Al KC4ECA, J.B., and WA4JDH, Harris graced us 
with one visit. Thanks to all. for support and continued interest. We 
meet every night on 3715 KHz at 8:00 PM. Come in and bring your 
friends. 

-88, Laura 

FMSN Reported by J.B., KC4ECA: Both Laura (WA9VND) 
and OB (WC4D) won the top checkin award for May with 29 QNI, 
and Fred (AA4FG) was close with 26. It is great to see so many 
QFN ops coming to FMSN. There was a total of 25 different 
stations on hand during the month. 

We will need a summer sub for Walt (WA4QXT) as QFN rep 
on Mondays and NCS on Wednesdays. Here is a good chance for 
someone to get net control experience during the light traffic season. 
Let your wish be known to the net manager or any NCS soon. 

Chet (AB4CK) in Eagle Lake near Winter Haven had what 
sounded like a Navy fist. I learned that he became KN4FNH in 
1958 while in the tenth grade. After a Heathkit AT-1 transmitter, he 
built a 40 meter crystal controlled rig from scratch and worked 17 


states and Australia. Before graduating from high school he became 


K4FNH with a general ticket, then joined the Navy after graduating. 
‘Sure enough, he went through Norfolk radio school copying 28 
WPM at completion, but it tured him off. He swore he would 
never copy CW again and for 27 years he didn’t. His ticket had 
expired but in 1990 nostalgia bit and he dove in again, going from 
Novice to Extra in 2 months. Married with one son, Chet is busy 
installing and maintaining service station equipment all over central 


Florida. Chet, you must make time to bring that fist back to FMSN 
now and then. 

The switch to 40 meters was smooth and Larry (N4LAO) in 
Panama City approves. I hope to see you often on 7061 KHz at 5:30 
PM daily. 

i -73, J.B. 

Notes from K4IA: Volunteers. Next month the column will be 
assembled and edited by J.B., KC4ECA. I am grateful as I am 
combining two vacations into one. J.B. will be taking the Net 
Manager reports by radio in early July. This has become necessary 
because of erratic mail delivery, especially around holidays. 

I will be back by July 18th and will edit for the August issue of 
FLORIDA SKIP, however I am looking for a replacement after that. 


-73, Ed, K4IA 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS, MAY 1993 
-By WA4PFK and WX4. 


STATION TOT 
W3CUL 3246 
W3VR 1162 
WX4H 1050 
KB6ECH 823 
WASVND 533 
WA4QXT 512 
KB4WBY 444 
NR2F 395 
K4SCL 383 
WAEIC —.270 


- STATION TOT 
KD4ELI 243 
WA4PFK 236 
AA4HT 207 
W4DL 205 
KC4ZHF 196 
N4GMU 186 
K4ZK 167 
KD4GR 160 
KC4ECA TSE 3 
K4IA 145 


VINTAGE-RADIO NET 


-By Carl Zellich, AA4MI 
Special Correspondent 


Remember back in the ‘‘good old days’’, when power 
supplies ‘‘glowed blue’’, tube filaments would light and 
finals were adjusted ‘til they were just the right color of red? 
Those were the days when everyone knew what kind of 
finals they were running. 


If you would like to learn more about ‘‘hollow state’’ 
equipment, tune into the Vintage-Radio Net (VRN) every 
Thursday at 8 PM on 146.76 (-) in central Florida. Jim 
Cunningham, KD4EE is usually net control. 


Discussions of equipment like ‘Hallicrafters, Viking, 
Collins and Heathkit and many others are held. Need a 
special tube, relay or amplitude modulation circuit part? 
Chances are that someone on the VRN has it. The VRN is a 
valuable resource for researching a piece of old equipment 
you have or for trading equipment. Join in the fun and see 
you on the VRN. 


NEWNEWSLETTERS 


I réceived two new newsletters this month; new to me that 
is. They are two very attractive and well prepared newletters 
for which the Editors should be proud. I received a copy of 
THE GROUNDWAVE, published by the Datona Beach 
Radio Association, edited by Carlton Smith, KA4VPM and a 
copy of the ARES/RACES NEWSLETTER of Orange 
County, Al Foders, KB4RTG, EC. 
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“STATE OF FLORIDA + OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR WA4EYU GIVEN 


AWARD 
| -By Al Elmore (WA4RGO) 
. ~ EC, Duval County 


Ever have the experience of 
talking with Charlie Humber, 
WA4EYU? If so, you’re surely 
aware of how it can brighten your 
day.. The Jacksonville RANGE 
Repeater Association sponsors the 
Florida Crown Emergency Net each 
Wednesday night and enjoys over 
100 VHF voice check-ins and 40 
packet check-ins. One of the high- 
lights of that net for the past 30 
years has been the reading of the 
Florida's Finest ARRL bulletins by WA4EYU. 


in recognition of your significant dedication and devotion to the common good of our State. During the May Club meeting, it 
was my pleasure, as Duval County 
EC, to award a plaque to Charlie, 

April 1 ee 1993 Bate ole reflecting our appreciation for those 

30 years. This young 76-year old 
Gove o Fie looks and acts like he’s closer to 
age 55. He still runs several miles 
“: each day and can ‘‘out-smile’’ any 

STATE OF FLORIDA of our 300 members. Charlie has 


LORIDA'S Finest 


CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 


is presented to 


Amateur Radio Emengency Service 


This Certificate ts presented to you as one of 


- recently been joined by Don, 
Office of the @overnor N4JFT, as a i os official bulletin 
THE CAPITOL station. 


PALLAHASSER, FLORIDA 32399-0001 


LAWTON CHILES 


GOVERNOR 

POSITION OPENING 
We eee Mr. Fred Jarret, N4NWYV, the 
District EC is retiring at the end of 
this year has asked Al Foders, 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service KB4RTG to fill his position. Al will 
18811 West Oakmont Drive be the District Emergency Coor- 
Hialeah. FL 33015 dinator of the North Florida ARES 
East Central District, responsible for 
; : emergency communication activities 

FP elganea in four counties: Flagler, Volusia, 
Congratulations on being a Hurricane Andrew hero! As an award nominee, you have been Seminole and Orange. Al will no 
recognized for the spirit which you demonstrated after the storm and is celebrated by the longer be able to serve as the 
Hurricane Andrew Hero Awards. Orange County EC with his in- 


creased travel requirements and is 
When Hurricane Andrew hit south Florida, everyone was struck by its sheer size and power, looking for, ‘‘a solid leader in 
but the size and power of the human spirit moved us as well. As part of the recovery effort, position to lead the hard working 
our state's citizens joined with others from all over the country to aid Floridians who suffered staff and continue the mission of 
the brunt of the storm. Yours and other contributions to the hurricane recovery effort have serving the public with emergency 
been an inspiration to me and to thousands of people around the world. communicationean time of need, > 


With this Florida's Finest Certificate, I honor you for your outstanding participation in the -Edited from the Orange Co. 
ongoing recovery efforts in south Florida. You are representative of the thousands who gave ARES/RACES Newsletter, Vol X, 
and continue to serve the residents of that area, and we may never find everyone to thank them yo 4 

personally for their generosity. Nevertheless, as Governor of the State of Florida, I salute you oe 
and all these heroes who made a difference, and I solicit your continuing support for the 


hurricane recovery effort. 

With kind regards, I am ; 
ee Yh, 
LAWTON CHILES 

LC/acg 
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(1 No tuning necessa 


tory for 144-148 MHz operation. 


oN 


BIG 6 dBi GAIN 


The C-ZED 2 Meter 


Base or Remote Omni Antenna 


Only $24.95 Each 


(J Built with sturdy High-Temper Aluminum, this 2 Meter 
rs elementco-linear antenna performs with the best of 
em. 


[] Antennaassemblyis simple and straightforward- only 
two screws to install. 


Antenna is pre-tuned at the fac- 


WR is typically less 


than 1.5:1 across entire 2 Meter band. 


1] Direct wiring of coax to antenna eliminates troublesome connector failures and 
| savesapproximately 1/4 dB signalloss. 


i Allstress points are reinforced with solid Nylon rod. Antenna has very low wind 
loading, and is at DC ground for lightning protection and static drain. 


: Antenna mounts on any 1-1/4" mast utilizing two 5/16" U-bolts. 


1 This antennais perfect for Packet and FM Voice Repeaters, and reaches out for 
_ thoselong-haulsimplex contacts. 


$23.95 EA. + S&H 


$22.95 EA. + S&H 
$21.95 EA. + S&H 


Florida Residents Please Add 
6% Sales Tax 


|Name 


“ORDERBLANK 


ee sa et ah he State ZIP 
Tel Best Time to Call 
Quantity Ordered @S$_ Plus $5.00 each for 


Shipping & Handling Plus 6% FL Sales Tax (If Applicable) 
=$ __—_—~Check__ or M/O___ Enclosed. Mail to: 


Freda M. Clair 
1756 Lullaby Terrace 


| Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
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The QCWA board approved the compilation of a new QCWA 
membership Directory this year. The membership list will be closed 
as of June 30, 1993. It will include other items such as a current 
copy of the Constitution and By-laws. Directories will be ready by 
the later part of August. More stations are needed to help with the 
net control positions on Sunday. It takes about 2 hours on Sunday at 
2000Z. Send a note to HQ if you can operate the net. HQ has some 
material on how to run the net. Our Memorial Scholarship fund is 
one of our valuable projects. Scholarships have been granted to 
nicest young individuals you could ever hope to meet. Let’s give 
them a helping hand. Many chapters have taken to honoring the 
memory of their silent keys with an annual grant to the fund in their 
name. Effective Oct. 1st, 1993, the tree year dues will be raised to 
$35.00. The price of pins will go to $15.00. Don’t forget to register 
for the national QCWA Convention to be held on October 29-30 at 
Clearwater, FL. The registration form is in the QCWA Joumal. No 
Florida QCWA member should miss this convention. We have a 
fine program to keep you busy. Keep those chapter reports coming 
all summer. 

PELICAN CHAPTER. Our monthly meeting was held on May 
19th at the Homestyle Family restaurant. 45 members and guests 
were present. Our speaker was the son of Dutch, KF4DI. Larry who 
is associated with USF gave a talk on the telephone, its past present 
and future. He has worked in this field through a professional 
association called ‘‘Dixie’’. They help commercial and industrial 
interests plan and design structures compatible with complex 
telephone installations. Jackie Strom reported on the Friday 
activities for the ladies to be held at the QCWA National 
Convention on Oct. 29-30. Lots of Pelicans have left for the 
summer. Gil Pearsall, W8HEZ has returned to his home up north. 
We wish all our northern members as safe a return home and we 
hope to see them all next winter. We advise all QCWA members 
who attend the convention to make their plans early. Our net 
Operates every Saturday morning at 10AM on our repeater 
frequency of 145.29. We were happy to see Stark Totman, W4YB. 
He has been a member of our chapter for many years. In attendance 
at this meeting was Kay XCYL of Reg, K4QZ a silent key. 

- Reported by Jay Strom, K9BSL 

SUNCOAST CHAPTER. Our Chapter held their last 
meeting cf the year at the House of Chong on May 6th. As all 
officers were absent, past president Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF was 
asked to preside. There were 21 members and guest present. Art 
Miligan, W8KW has completed his radiation treatments and is at 
home on oxygen. Mary Ryden, W8ONV was in Gainsville for a 
series of tests. Jack Hawkins, K4KEB and his XYL Bernie were 
welcomed back after their long recovery from an auto accident. The 
officers for the coming year were as follows. President John Karban, 
W3IGC; V.P. Croft Taylor, VE3CT; and Sec/Treas Virginia 
Menerick, W8MEJ. Bart Bridge, W2ZYQ and XYL Corrine were 
visitors representing Chapters 128 and 32 hosting the National 
QCWA Convention in October. Bart thanks our chapter for their 
donation to the convention. He gave a report on all activities 
planned. The usual summer luncheons will be held at the Trolley 
station in Venice on the first Thurs. in June, July, August and Sept. 
The regular monthly meeting will resume in October at a place to be 
announced. 

-Reported by Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF 

SOUTHEAST. CHAPTER. At our May 15th meeting, V.P. 
George Henning, WB4JFA called it to order and the members and 


guests introduced themselves. George and Ann Masterson, W4UAA ° 


acknowledged their 50th wedding anniversary. Don Search, 
W3AZD and XYL attended their second meeting since renewing 
acquaintenances with Chapter 12 members. Pat Harris, NP2O and 
Jim Elston, KP2X are new guests during a visit to Miami. A 
discussion centered around the first patent issued in the U.S. after 
we became independent from England. A future Public Broadcast- 
ing Network TV program on the demise of Pan American 


World Airways was announced to our members many who are 
alumni of the airline. The 50/50 drawing was won by Sid Wolfeld, 
KJ4AS who donated the second half of his winnings to the chapter. 
-Reported by Herb Bernard, W4JXA 
HERNANDO CHAPTER. At our April meeting there were 21 
members and guest present. Angie, WB4JJH is now eligible for 
QCWA and we are glad to welcome her into the chapter. Jean King 
will have to wait a while but she is studying for her license. 
WA2MNG Fred Funk was a guest at this meeting and took home an 
application for membership. We will be glad to have him join us. 
Ed Tilton, W1HGQ is coming along well and hopes to be at the 
next meeting. The May meeting will be at Sorrentos on May 18th 
and will be the last formal meeting until Sept. Al Kuchare, W2EKO 
was presented with his 60 year anniversary certificate. Don, K4DMJ 
and Anna have an anniversary and birthdays include Rita XYL of 
Frank, W1YTB, Leona, KA4WPL and Whil, W4ABI. Bob and I 
will depart for Maine soon so we hope everyone will have a good 


.summer and see you all in the fall. For the members who stay all 


summer, we will continue to have informal luncheons on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Our luncheons will be at the Pier 688 on 
Route 41 in Brooksville at noon. 
. -Reported by Eunice Gordon, W1UKR 
GATOR CHAPTER. At our May meeting, the attendance was 
36 members and guests. We had an excellent program. Major Paul 
Bryand, KDSJZ, an operator of the Air Force AWACS radar aircraft 
explained its operation. The plane has a large radar disc on its top 
that allows them to see all aircraft in a radius of 350 miles. The 
average mission lasts 12 hours. Lucky Harry Cole, W4DLL won a 2 
meter handheld at AES. This was our last formal meeting. We will 
continue to meet at informal meeting until October. We wish to 
thank Bill Bell,K4AVH for the excellent programs we have had at 
each meeting. The Coles advised that they took the 55 Alive driving 
program and it was very helpful for safe driving. Most of our 
northem members are gone and we wish them a safe trip home. The 
plans for the naticnal QCWA convention is coming along very well 


_ and we hope to see many members from all over the country. We 


need you attendance and we promise a very good time. Sissy, XYL 
of our treasurer W2WV had a birthday this month. 
-Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 

PALM BEACH CHAPTER 111. We had a good tumout at our 
May meeting. There were twenty-seven members, wives and guests 
in attendance and everyone enjoyed the usual delicious buffet at the 
North Palm Beach C. C. Dining Room. 

Vice Pres. Forrest Haynes, K4YPO told of his trip to the Dayton 
Hamfest, and about his experiences at manning his flea market table 
at the WORLD’S LARGEST HAMFEST. Sounds like everyone 
should visit Dayton at least once. Burck Grosse, KC4UEV brought 
us up to date concerning the tower case in Vero Beach. The ruling 
against the tower has been reversed and the tower is approved. 
However, the Browers are still prohibited from operating at this 
time. This is still under appeal but will almost assuredly be reversed 
also. 

The meeting place will remain the same. The Country Club is 
planning some remodeling but we have been assured that we will 
continue to be welcome and will be accommodated. 

-73 & 88, Bob McDow, W4KOG 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC, 


25 Wears a Maus? 
Got A question? 
Write 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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OLD OLD TIMER’S CLUB NEWS 


The latest copy of the Spark Gap Times was out the last 
week in May and it had a lot of good stuff in it. One of the 
most interesting items is on the inside of the front cover. For 
those who haven’t been following what’s going on, for the 
last few years the magazine has had a cover sheet on top so 
the address sticker doesn’t deface the cover. On the inside of 
this cover sheet has been a printed an up-to-date list of the 
active members of OOTC. In the May ‘92 issue we had a list 
of 398 members, 54 of which were with ‘‘4’’ calls. In this 
year’s May edition, we had 593 members, and a total of 86 
callsigns from ‘‘4th’’. That looks like a healthy growth to 
me, and that’s before any effect of the latest changes in the 
constitution would be felt. Looks like interest in the ‘““ORG’’ 
is picking up and the efforts of the dedicated ones are paying 
off. 


The 21C Club is growing, the list is at 35 and growing by 
leaps and bounds. If you OOTC members plan on sticking 
around on the bands until Jan. 1, 2000 (The start of the 21st 
Century - 21C), you ought to get your name on the list. A 
nice certificate is being issued and charted memberships will 
be accepted only until De. 31, 1999 so get your name in 
ASAP. 


Sorry to hear that Jim Gundry, W4JM is back in the 
hospital. Jim’s been having more than his share of trouble 
lately and I’m sure that everyone is praying for him. 

-73 de Bob McDow, W4KOG 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 1230z - 0730 EST 


One sure sign of summer is when you get caught up in the 
endless circle of ‘‘GREEN GRASS’’. You go out to the local 
store and pay out big bucks for fertilizer, hoses, bugstuff, 
sprinklers, and whatever, in order to make your grass look 
what the XYL deems ‘‘presentable’’, which in short means, 
**Get out and mow the grass! And while you’re at it you 
better trim the hedge and weed the flower bed.’’ The thing is, 
if you hadn’t spent all that time and money on fertilizer and 
other stuff, the grass wouldn’t have grown and you wouldn’t 
have to spend your time keeping it ‘‘presentable’’. I’m 
tempted the next time I go for fertilizer to get a drum of 
green paint instead and cover the lawn with it. I wonder how 
many of the snowbirds have already done something like 
that? 


It was good to hear Wendy, W1UCL back on the net for a 
couple of weeks while he’s getting his things all packed up 
tfor his permanent move up to Maine. IOn fact, by the time 
this gets into print he’ll be long gone, but he’ll probably still 
be getting SKIP so perhaps he’ll read about how much we’re 
going to miss him on the air. Hope he gets set up so he’ll be 
able to check in once in awhile. 


Sorry to have to report that Jim Gundry, W4JM is back in 
the hospital. I’m sure Jim would like to hear from all his 
friends. Address QSL’s to 2908 Forestgreen Dr. So., 
Lakeland, FL 33811. 
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’ even-numbered months, 


The weeds have taken over the garden, so I’m in the 
process of cleaning it all out and starting over again. I think 
I'll still have time to get a harvest of okra before it’s time for 
the tomatoes again this fall. Marion, KC4MFT is reporting 
that her tomatoes are getting there (No word on the potatoes). 


Berry, KL4oii checked in with the news that Eula, K4DEP 
is doing good up there in Ft. Pierce. Apparently she’s not too 
active on the air and has trouble making the net. She said to 
give everyone her 73 & 88. 


Field day is coming up. In fact, it may be past by the time 
you are reading this. So, I hope you had good luck if you 
participated! I’m going to try my luck with the guys up in 


Jupiter again this year. We have a small group who sets up 


each year in Johnathon Dickenson Park just north of Jupiter. 
Don’t usually win anything, but we have a lot of fun. So 
listen for us and say hello. 


- -Bob McDow, W4KOG 


WANTED - HAMS 


VY __ Licensed 25 years or more 
Y Continuously or not. 


You are eligible to join the national Quarter Century 
Wireless Association. QCWA’s Suwannee Chapter #62, 
headquartered in Ocala, but drawing its membership form all 
of North Central Florida, wishes to invite all potential, new, 
or currently at-large members of the National Association to 
it bi-monthly meetings. No pressure, no high-octane activi- 
ties or duties! In a relaxed environment, share your 
experiences, pass on operating or technical tips, reminisce, 
or just enjoy interesting programs in the company of friendly 
OMs and YLs from a variety of backgrounds. And there are 
no major financial expenditures; dues are nominal, both for 
National and Suwannee. Note for previous National mem- 
bers: no back payments required, pay only the current annual 
dues to rejoin. Among other features are the bi-monthly 
newsletter ZERO BEAT and the weekly Saturday 75- meter 
phone net (3940, 0900 local). 


Chapter meeting are held on the fourth Thursday of 
except for December, which is 
scheduled for the second Thursday to avoid holiday 
conflicts. The QTH is Stacy’s Buffet, 717 NE 36th Avenue 
in Ocala, two blocks south of: K-mart, on the left heading 
south, just before the stoplight, and adjacent to ane First 
Union National Bank. 


Need more input? Write or call Bob Saulpaugh, AG3S, 
420 NE 44th Terrace; Ocala 34470. Ph: (904) 694-3214. Try: 
it - you may meet an old friend you haven’t seen for 
decades! | 


oe __ NOTICE SNOW BIRDS 


SKIP andi it casts us "35 cents iy sack | issue. eee 
Please 3 help us do a better job for you. Thanks! Editor. vn 


The portable 
IsoLoop antenna 
gives you the 
freedom to send 
and receive from your apartment, condo or any- 
where zone restrictions apply. Rated up to 150 
watts (10-30 MHz continuous) the IsoLoop lets 
you operate your favorite HF band while filling in 
the WARC bands your current antenna may miss. 


The IsoLoop eliminates fooling with dipoles, ugly 


OF SPEECH 


The IsoLoop 10-30 HF 


verticals, or ungainly multi-element yagis. No 
need for a ground plane or antenna tuner either. 
Your IsoLoop delivers lower SWR and extended 
frequency coverage because the loop is isolated 
from the feedline. Your radiated power goes into 
the antenna, not into the shack. 


With no mechanical joints the IsaLoop is more 
efficient in offering clearer reception and it 
installs in seconds. The LC-2 Loop Controller 
with signal strength LEDs and 50 feet of control 


cable completes the package. 


Versatile, portable, quality built, the IsoLoop 
10-30 HF gives you big antenna performance in 
a small, compact package. There is no better 
value, Perfect for vacations, field days, 
DXpeditioning. Wherever you are, the IsoLoop 
gives you the freedom to speak. 


To connect with the AEA IsoLoop dealer nearest 
you or for a product sheet, call: 1-800-432-8873 


Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
PO Box 62160, 2006 196th St. SW, Lynnwood, WA 98036 


Sales: (206) 774-5554 


JOHN -A 
SWASHBUCKLING 
HAM 


A man who became a legend in 
his own fime. 


-By John Weatherle 
(AB4ET) 


Part I 


YEMEN 


In the first episode of the reputed adventures of John 
Cooper A4XFA I told about the alleged sequence of events 
surrounding the coup d’etat which brought Sultan Quaboos 
bin Said to the throne of the Sultanate of Oman. This month I 
will tell the story of a DXpedition. 


As mentioned in the first episode, the armed forces of the 
Sultan of Oman were led primarily by well trained and 
experienced British officers and NCO’s. John Cooper had a 
number of hand picked senior NCO’s in his command. Most 
were formerly with the British S.A.S. the Special Air 
Services Regiment. Perhaps some of you may recall the time 
in the 60’s when the following event took place? At this time 
John Cooper and a group of his NCO’s disappeared from 
their normal military activities in Oman. Some weeks later 
they reappeared and continued normal duties as if nothing 
had happened. 


On the west coast of southern Arabia were two opposing 
countries. In the bottom corner opposite Oman was the 
former British Protectorate of Aden which became the 
marxist, Peoples Republic of South Yemen. To its north was 
North Yemen, a feudal kingdom not unlike Oman in some 
ways but with even less contact with the outside world. There 
was a brotherly solidarity between the states governed by 
‘‘royal’’ families and they supported each other in times of 
hostility. For example, the Shah of Iran assisted the Sultan of 
Oman with troops against the attempted intrusions from 
South Yemen. The Sultan had sympathy with his ‘‘brother’’ 
ruler in North Yemen. 


North Yemen was a rare DX location but due to its 
remoteness, its medieval infrastructure and the regional 
unrest, no amateur radio operation had taken place for several 
years. Suddenly DX enthusiasts around the world were 
startled by the appearance of 4W1AA. The pile-ups were 
enormous but after a week or so he suddenly went QRT. He 
had given his name as John, operating a KWM-2 from a cave 
in an undisclosed area in the mountains. Was this John 
Cooper with his hand picked team of ex-S.A.S. commandos, 
What were they doing in North Yemen? Had they been sent 
on a special mission by Oman’s Sultan to aid his ‘‘brother’’ 
ruler in an hour of need? 


NEXT TIME ‘‘CHE GUEVARA”’ 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR SIGHTLESS 

This NOTICE is to advise all concerned that according to 
Ms. Desaree Stewart of the Library for the Blind, P.O. Box- 
2299, Daytona Beach, FL 32015 Phone 1-800-342-5627 that 
FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape each month. These tapes are 
offered for the asking with postage paid both-ways. Miss 
Stewart advised that when SKIP closed down while Ye 
Editor was sick, all SKIP addresses were emoved from the 
computers and now anew list will have to be built up again. 
So if you know of anyone (sightless) who would like to be 
put on this list, write or call and give them your mailing 
address as soon as possible. 
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ODDS WW EMOS 


House to Join Senate in Recognizing 
Ham Radio — 


A joint resolution of Congress to recognize the achieve- 
ments of radio amateurs, and to establish support for radio 
amateurs as a national policy, was introduced in the House of 
Representatives on May 20 as H.J. Res. 199. It is identical to 
S.J.Res. 90, introduced in the Senate on May 7. 


. House sponsors of the measure are Representatives Mike 
Kreidler of Washington and Jim Cooper of Tennessee. They 
have so far been joined by 15 additional co-sponsors. 

-WESTLINK, June 1993 


ARRL BROKE? BALONEY! 


All that baloney you read on the Prodigy Information 
Service’s ‘‘Ham Radio’’ bulletin board about the ARRL 
Insurance Program being broke is just that. Not a word of 
truth in it. A female with a false Extra Class call sign has 
been publicly posting a series of slanderous announcements 
saying the ARRL Insurance Policy was revoked on April 21st 
for non-payment of premiums. The League, according to the 
bogus posting, has ”’...no plans to replace the defunct policy. 
Policyholders may request a refund through the ARRL in 
Newington. Funds approximating fifty cents on the dollar are 
available if requests are received no later that April 30, 
1993.’’ The whole thing is a hoax, but did extract a big 
on-line response from the amateur community. One fellow 
even went as far as to agree with the posting and said he ”’... 
received a refund on my premium last Wednesday.”’ 

. -WS5SYT Report, June 1993 


Ed. Note. / can’t help but speculate at the reception this 
news release would have in the liberal news media. I hope 
WSYI doesn’t get targeted for a dose of sensitivity training. 
Also, since the gender and license class specificities appear 
to be established (since not alleged) and the writer took the 
liberty of referring to the actions as slanderous, it would 
appear that the actor has been found guilty. Dang! 
Politically correct language is a pain in PA. All I want to 
know is, ‘‘Did they get her?’’ 


MAY HAMS ASSIST POLICE? 
NO, SEZ FCC 


May amateurs legally assist the police with routine 
emergency and ‘‘distress’’ communications? In a word, the 
answer is ‘‘No.’’ The FCC, in a letter to the Municipal 
Justice Center in Aurora, Colorado, said that the ham bands 
may be used by an amateur or its operator for emergency 
communications ’’...when such communications are essential 
in connection with the immediate safety of like and the 
immediate protection of property and normal communications 
are not available.’’ Routine traffic matters are the business of 
the police department. ’’...the Commission’s Rules, 97.113(a) 
which prohibits business communications which is intended 
to facilitate the business or commercial affairs of any party.”’ 


lefter to Editor 


It Can Happen To You 


In 1885 an eminent doctor of that period wrote, 
‘*Smoking can lead to complete paralysis and eventually a 
lingering and agonizing death.’’ That was casual reading to 
mie a few days ago. But today my anger has turned to hate 


against the killer nicotine. For this monstrous murderer has © 


penetrated the heart and brain of my friend Dave Rhodes, 
KB9FUE, leaving him partially paralyzed and brain dama- 
ged. 


Dave and I are retired but, being separated by one 
generation, I am old enough to be his dad. And the morning 
the killer struck him down, his lady, Kathy called me, 
between her tears told me as her dad how she had tried CPR 
and how the paramedics had brought him back with shock 
treatment. 


I could eulogize Dave as a fine dedicated and unselfish 
Ham in the true sense of the word, but this is not a obituary 
but hopefully a new beginning. And I am grateful to SKIP 
for giving me the opportunity to write about a new beginning 
I hope for the many Hams within our reach. | 


As a Ham for over 68 years I owe Amateur Radio a great 
debt for having carried me into a challenging and rewarding 
career. And, in that respect, at my age and within the time 
that remains, my writings are my best effort. Describing to 
Hams, as well as the general public, the concepts which I 
believe are the hear and should of Amateur Radio is certainly 
relevant to the ills of the troubled world and an Amateur 
Radio also susceptive to the changing times: 


1. Amateur Radio, an International Fraternity-Sorority, is 
a Royal Covenant committed to the betterment of all 
mankind, 


2. As radio amateurs we take special pride that we are 
considered a ‘‘strange’’ breed who speak a ‘“‘strange”’ 
language. And to carry that label proudly, we must by our 
words and actions, on and off the air, display the attitude 
that, ‘“The kind word can be the greatest gift of all.”’ 


3. We respect the rights and dignity of all races, creeds 
and gender. And, as radio amateurs, we will abide by the 
Rules and Regulations of the FCC. which prescribes that the 
use of all authorized frequencies is not a right but only a 
privilege to be equally shared by all radio amateurs. 


__ My brothers and sisters, I cite these efforts, not only for 
‘the good of Amateur Radio, but to emphasize why I am 
asking all of you to give me the chance to repay even more 
of my debt. You are my Amateur Radio, especially the 
thousands of Dave’s and Kathy’s being threatened by that 
abe: killer who is threatening to destroy our circle of 
ove. . 


Kathy will remember this plea. Hopefully our prayers will 
be answered and Dave will soon. I certainly will, because 30 
_years ago I was also at death’s door because I would not 
listen. My brothers and sisters will you help me help you 
listen? 


It Can Happen To You. 
; 73 & 88 
Larry Amann, KSTQN 


Il’S THAT TIME 
AGAIN 


-By Manny W4SS 
SEC Southern Florida Section 


June. 1 began our 1993 hurricane season, officially. Who 
of us can forget last year when our Andrew Clark ended his 
term as EC of Dade County with a namesake, Hurricane 
Andrew. History was to record it as a catastrophic even 
leaving us with the largest monetary loss in history. Although 
amateur radio lost one of our dedicated newcomers in a 
tragic accident, history has shown that amateur radio, again, 
became the most praised volunteer public service group by 
officials and governmental agencies as being there and 
performed when needed most. 


That is in the past. A new season is here and new 
challenges must be met. The SEC’s of Northern and Southern 
Florida Sections, the Technical Coordinator of Southern 
Florida, EC’s of Pinellas, Hillsborough, and Sarasota Coun- 
ties were present at The Governors Hurricane Conference in 
Tampa Florida this past May 18th thru 21st. This was the 
seventh year it has been held and the third year that the 
Tampa Bay area amateurs had a live demonstration booth. 


An extensive training session was put on the first day of 
the conference in which W4SS and KI4T went through and 
explained RACES and ARES and the new Communications 
Assistance Team (CAT) plan. Many of the attendees were 
emergency management personnel from all over Florida; 


there to learn how to utilize this resource. A great number of 


amateurs were in the audience to acquaint themselves with 
these emergency management people and find out the rest of 
the story. KI4T was on the program the next day conducting 
a workshop telling how RACES worked. This session was 
filled with DEM people from state and county governments 
as well as some from other states other than Florida and 
some from Washington. I didn’t hear one adverse comment 
from anyone. The amateur radio fraternity should be 
commended. 


We are planning a series of articles for FLORIDA SKIP 
the next few months and bring to you what will be expected 
from us in the future. There will be new procedures put in 
place. The new ESF-2 (Emergency Support Function) format, 
the CAT (Communication Assistance Team) plan are but 2 of 
many that will change the way we respond to our served 
agencies. More information can be obtained from your 
SEC’s, EC’s, SM’s or league officials. Stay tuned to this 
column for further details. 


‘the ja ets, it was a cold day at the Stuart hamfest but 
everyone had a good time. Photo by Bob McDow 
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LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 
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525-01 O3 944-3383 
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_ AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
. “SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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STRING 
NEWS 


Your correspondent has to plead to all you Nobles for 
relief this month as I have been involved in a move to a new 
location and mail is still trying to find me. If you have 
written to me with news about your Temple unit I’ll print it 
in the next issue of Skip. If you HAVEN’T sent me info 
about your Temple Amateur Radi o Unit, won’t you please. 
Mail it to: 5310 Fleet Landing Blvd, Atlantic Beach, FL 
32233. Tell me about your members, the number, their calls 
and what you do to support Shrinedom. Don’t forget to join 
FSARA, every Sunday afternoon at 1330 local on 7236Khz. 
Keep in touch. 


Salaam Alikungit es 73, Bill, W4SME 


The Origin of ‘73°’ 


This account by L.R.Moreau first appeared in the SPARK 
GAP TIMES, the journal of the Old Timers Club of the USA. 
I feel it might help put an end to those ‘‘73’s,’’ “‘Very best 
73's,’ and ‘‘Seventy-thirds’’ used on the bands by ‘‘them 
wot don’t know no better.”’ 


The traditional expression ‘‘73’’ dates from early land- 
line telegraph days. You can find it in the earliest editions of 
the ‘‘numerical codes,’’ with definitions that are variations 
on the same idea, ‘*73’’ indicated that the end, or signature, 
was coming up. 


The National Telegraphic Review Operator’s Guide, first 
published in April 1857, shows ‘‘73’’ meaning, ‘‘My love to 
you.” Another publication, the National Telegraphic Conven- 
tion, defined ‘‘73’’ as a vague sign of fraternalism -just a 
friendly greeting between operators. It was so used on all 
wires for many years. 


In 1859, the Western Union Company set up the ‘‘92 
Code,’’ a list of numerals from 1 to 92 that referred to a 
series of prepared phrases for use on the wires. In the 92 
Code, ‘‘73”’ changes from .a fraternal sign to a flowery 
““Accept my compliments’’ - in keeping with the florid 
language of the era. . 


Telegraphy manuals published between 1859 and 1900 
show variations of this more straightforward meaning. 
Dodge’s The Telegrapher Instructor shows it as ‘‘compli- 
ments,’ but Theodore Edison’s Telegraphy Self-Taught 
reports a return to ‘‘accept my compliments.”’ Finally, a 1908 
edition of the Dodge manual gives today’s definition, ‘‘best 
regards,’ though a backward look in another part of that 
work also lists ‘‘compliments.”’ 


**Best regards’’ has remained the literal: definition of 
**73”’ ever since, but more recently ‘‘73’’ has re-acquired 
overtones of a warmer meaning. Amateurs use. it today as 
James Reid intended so long ago - as a friendly word 
between operators. 


- From ARNS Bulletin, May 1993, originally submitted 
by H. Pain G3ATH to Southwestern Virginia Wireless Assoc. 
March 93 ‘‘Groundwave’’. 


FADCA DIRECTORS MEET 


A meeting of the FADCA Directors and Node Ops was 
held at the Royal Chef Restaurant in Melbourne, Saturday 
May 22nd. Joe Kuntz, WB4TEM, stated that great strides are 
being made on a state-wide high speed ROSE network 
throughout Florida. With partial funding from FADCA, the 
Jacksonville group is working on the North Florida East/West 
path and the PBPG group is working to establish a path 
between North Florida and South Florida and the East/West 
coasts of South Florida. The Palm Beach Packet Group 
presented the status of this project at the meeting. 


In other business, FADCA discussed fund raising, election 
of officers and future plans for the organization. 


A few of the assemblage of FADCA Directors. From | to r, Joe 
(WD4KAV), Joe (WB4TEM), Bill (KB4VOL) rear view, and Doub 
(WB4KGY). - FLORIDA SKIP PHOTO. 


To all radio amateurs 


SB QST ARL ARLB047 ARLBO47 30 meter petition 
denied 
30 meter petition denied 


The FCC has denied a petition to grant Novice and Morse 
code certified Technician class licensees access to a portion 
of the amateur 30 meter band. The petition, by William G. 
Welsh, W6DDB, asked that such licensees be allowed CW 
operation from 10.1 to 10.15 MHz. 


Welsh argued that the 40, 15, and 10 meter bands 
currently occupied by Novices and Technicians are becoming 
less useful due to changing sunspot conditions and inter- 
ference from shortwave broadcast stations. He also said that 
the longer antennas needed for operation on 80 meters 
limited the appeal of that band for Novices and Technicians. 


The FCC said that in opening the 30 meter band to the 
Amateur Service in 1985 it had not included Novices and 
Technicians in order to promote an acceptable balance 
between licensing incentives and operating privileges. It 
followed the same guideline in the opening of the 17 meter 
band in 1989, the FCC said. 


Thus, this petition for rule making was repetitive, the FCC 
said. NNNN 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


-VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Fax (305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


: RENT Pus 


SPACE 
Only $75 per Year! 


Cntact Florida Skip for Details. 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E£. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 


PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


FORALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BAOKFA — ASSOCIATE 
1-800-346-3859 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) $23-3333 


belmont 1905 Hollywood Blvd. TR 
[beiment] 1205 Hoiivwoos eva. flbargy 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/.25 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS | 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: - 642-4139 


[H] JACK & JAN BERGSTRESSER 
1322 Gillott St. N.W. 


is\ Palm Bay, Florida 32907 
y 407-727-0317 
Plus | -800-935-PLUS 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR & AD SPECIALTIES 
“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 
Clubs, Business Individual Shirts 


KC4FAD @) R Vi | KD4EVI 
B. 
wi ELECTRONICS REPAIR IB: ROSUMNY 
ROUTE 1, BOX 1387-A 
P.O. BOX 447 
LEXINGTON, GEORGIA 30648 
706-743-3344 


SPECIALIZING IN BUT NOT LIMITED TO AZDEN REPAIR 
BUY OR TRADE USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES AND ANTENNAS 


SERVICE SERVICE 


FE 


SERVICE 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically 
on a national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state- 
of-the-art 8 and 10 pole crystal filters and specific upgrade kits 
for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu products. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND. 
COMPUTER, INC. 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 , 
1 (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


Fiorida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


KA4HWY 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES | 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS ” PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


Largo, Florida 34641 PHONE (813) Be4-6121 


-COMPUTER SHOWS 
- & HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 
EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


7890 N.W. 55th Street 


Miami, FL 33166 


G05) 582.046 SPEEDWAY _ 


Banners ; 
License Plates, “ 
Car&TruckLettering — 


ShertilZuckerman, KCAWZS Si G NS 


Dan, 
Louls, KD4HRD 


VULCAN ELECTRONICS — 
6721 N. ARMENIA AU TAMPA,FL 33604. 
AMATEUR RADIO be ies 
CB-BUSINESS BAND | 
ANTIQUE RADIOS — SELL a: 
VCR/viIDEO REPAIRS TRADE 
RADIO TUBES -ELECTRONIC PARTS 
Roy Lewis , WAWLY (6 132933-3628 


TEST EQUIPAIENT, COMPONENTS © COMPUTER EQUIPIENT 


“ ASTRO TOO 


(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Roud - Melbourne Fl 32935 
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We 


ison 


000000000o000200000000000200000000000n 


03000000 


. CORPORATION 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
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_ ED ROLLER, K4IA 


Mero seer's*7 “Herb PHELAN, N4XZL 


- FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 
BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
‘Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 


WATS 1-800-741-4490 . FAX (813) 465-9669 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC's - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


sor ; "Maury" @ 


200 S.W. 20th Street -. Bay 2 Phone (305) 522-5811 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX (305) 522-5271 


BATTERIES | 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* *CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*GELL CELLS* *EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* *CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 
*ALKALINE* : *SANYO*HOBBY* 
*CUSTOM PACKS* *COMPUTERS*UPS 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 
279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 ges 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 ° cn 


( (407) 682-432} .(OFfice) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
pe ATR 1-800-346-0601 
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Handhelds Regular SALE 


All Prices are |, 


7 IC-P2AT 2m HT Speciall... $429.00 29985 
ger Saab elise ont) IC-P3AT 220 HT Special! .. 429.00 339% 
ccc | IC-P4AT 440 HT Special! 479.00 339% 

- ue tiicesened | Ic-2AT 2m HT Special! 279.00 199% | 
| IC-O2AT/High Power 2m... 359.00 299% 


when ordering. ey 

ee eeeeeees IC-03AT 2.5w 220 HI/TIP.....339.00 279% 
; IC-2SAT 2m/TTP Special! ... 389.00 309% 
IC-2SRA 2m/25-905 m...... 589.00 489% 
1-24AT 2m/440MHZ/TTP.... 469.00 389% 
IC-3SAT 220MHz HT/TTP...... 369.00 309% 
IC-4SAT 440 HT Special!... 409.00 329% 
IC-4SRA 440/rx Special!..... 589.00 479% 
I-2GAT 2m HT/TIP............. 409.00 339% 
IC-4GAT 440MHz Special! .. 409.00 309% 
1-12GAT 1.2 HT Special!... 529.00 419% 
© 1C-W2A 2m/440 Special! .. 599.00 449% 
| 1C-X2A 440/1.2 HT Special!.759.00 599% 
IC-21A 2m HT ....ssecsecceseesene 360.00 299% F 
IC-4iA 440MHzHT............... 435.00 369% 
1C-W21A 2m/440 HT .....0..- 589.00 499% 
1C-W21AT 2m/440 HT/TIP.....629.00 529% 
aiteral band handhelds Regular SALE 
‘ ibrar einarmaaeias A-2 SW PEP synth aircraft HT................ 975.00 449% 
iC-751A 9-band xevr Closeout!........$1659.00 1199 ea A-21 Ravigom Plus Aircraft mh eas isc 680.00 529% 

PS-35 Internal power supply............. 239.00 219% Raat eee — . 


FL-63A 250 Hz CW filter (Ist IF) ....... 64.00 -ipincaieyioagi 
FL-52A 500 Hz CW filter (2nd IF)... 124.00 1148 | VHF/UHF FM Transceivers Regular SALE 


| ss | 1C-28H 45w 2m FM/TIP Mic ono $399.00 339° 
Bo ee ee ee TL rere Gen Ste pHRC 22 Red yi 2ep RMA TRanio ik ate 439,00 369 
| 10-735 HF xcvr/SW reve/mic.............. 1169.00 979% | 1-229 25w 2m FMV/TTP mic Closeout! . 449.00 313% 


HF Equipment | ‘Regular SALE 
IC-781 Xcvr/ps/tuner/SCope............+-»- $6659.00 5399 


VHF/UHF Base Transceiver Regular 
1C-275H 100w 2m FM/SSB/CW........... $1619.00 1359 
IC-475H 100w 440 FM/SSB Special!.... 1849.00 1498 
Ic- eet 25w 6/10m xcvr/ps Closeout! 1455.00 1099 
a: 1739.00 1309 


Shortwave Receivers ~ Regular SALE 


719% | IC-229H 50w 2m FVTIP mic Speciall... 449.00 349% | R-1 1O0kHz-1.3GHz AM/FM pocket ... $549.00 469% 
Fee ore ie a ey og.ane® (AC GER oN 22) Me MT 449.00 379% | R-71A LOOKHZ-30MHZ FCVF....ccc0 1229.00 1029 
FL-32A 500 Hz CWfilter............... 75.00 IC-449A_ 35w 440FM XCVI/TIP .....csseenes 539.00 449% | RC-11 Infrared remote controller....... 77.00 
EX-243 Electronic keyer unit .........:... 69.00 IC-2330A 2m/25w/220 FM Speciall .....839.00 639% IZ OW filter. pata 
UT-30 tone ENCOdeL ......sscsccsssseesssersssee 21.00 IC-1201 10w 1.2GHz FM xcvr Special! .. 869.00 649% | FL-44A SSB filter (2nd IF)... 
Pea Te Dual band FM Transceivers Regular SALE an ee hess toma fl 4 
- 95 “DTU VUILG SVHUIC SIZED oc eeee serene 
IC-2410A 25w 2m/440 Closeoutl.......$889.00 649% |» ro nae an cw rar Seciail 1129.00 7998 


1C-2410H 45w 2m/35w 440 FM/TIP........ 949.00 799% 
IC-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM Closeout! ..... 759.00 569% 
1C-3230H 45w.2m/35w 440 FM/TIP....... 859.00 719% 
Multi-band FM Transceivers Regular SALE 
1-901 50w 2m/35w 440 FM xevr........ $1089.00 899% 

UX-R91A Broad band receiver unit.... 549.00 459% 


R-100 100kHz-1.856GHz AM/FM......... 739.00 619% 


R-7000 25MHz-2GHz revr.....Special! 1459.00 1099 
RC-12 Infrared remote controller....... 77.00 
TV-R7000 ATV unit... 188.00 169% 

R-7100 25MHz-2GHz receiver ........... 1509.00 1269 


UX-19A 10W LOM UNit...coceseseesete 329.00 279% | R-9000 100kH2-2GHz all mode rec...... 9969.00 4929 
UX-59A LOW 6M UNIt..... eee 379.00 319% 
UX-S92A 2m SSB/CW module Special! 649.00 499% be oa _ Regular SALE | 
| | ie UX-39A 25w 220MHZ UMit oe 489.00 409% M/AMO HTTP wernt $469.00 $389 
A ve | UX-129A 10W 1.2GHZ Unit. 599,00 4ggs | Includes: FREE UT-50 tone squelch unit ($48 Value). J 
J 10-725 HE xcvr/SW reVt/MIC non $919.00 768° | yx-49A 440MHz module for 1C-900 ...... 379.00 319% | 1C-2410H .2m/440 FM/TIP.......... $949.00 $799%5 


AH-3 Automatic antenna tuner........ 523.00 449° | j¢-970A 25w 2m/430MHz xcvr/ps......... 2899.00 2399 
IC-728 HE xcvr/SW revr/mic Special!..1119.00 839° | 1¢-970H 45w 2m/430 MHz xcvr/ps........ 3139.00 2599 
1€-729 HF xcvr/SW revr w/6m............- 1449.00 1199 UX-R96 50-905 MHz receive unit........ 429.00 359% 
i AT-160. Antenna tuner Speciall.......... 423.00 299% UX-97 1.2GHz band unit 


HF Accessories: Regular SALE | VHF/UHF Mobile Antenna Regular 


Includes: FREE UT-55 DTMF tone enc/dec unit, UT-66- 


voice synth. and UT-67 tone squelch ($144 Value). Z 


1€-3230H 2m/440 FM/TTP... cc. csss.es $859.00 $719% 
Includes: FREE UT-55 DTMF tone enc/dec unit, UT-66- 
voice synth. and UT-67 tone squelch ($144 Value). 


| 1C-2KL HF solid state amp Special! $2159.00 1768 | AH-32 2m/440 Dual Band mobile ant..... $ 43.00 Or 
IC-4KL HF 1 kw amp W/PS......ssseeseees-- 7609.00 6199 | VHF/UHF Repeaters Regular SALE | Closeouts/Specials Regular Now 
SP-3 External Speaker ...c..ccsccsccoeceonte 71.00 RP-1520 2m 25w repeater............0 $2419.00 1999 | IC-751A 9-band HF xcvr/SW rx... $1659.00 $1199 
| SM-6 Desk microphone ........ccsecssssseesen 52.00 RP-2210. 220MHz 25w repeater............ 2049.00 1699 | IC-765 HF xcvr Special! .............. 2919.00 2199 
SM-8 Desk mic; two cables, scan .......... 96.00 RP-4020 440MHz 25w repeater. .......... 2489.00 2069 es paper a Special 45300, ee 
AT-500 500w 9 band auto ant tuner..... 631.00 529% | RP-4020/50W 440 50w repeater.......... 2709.00 2249 W 6/10m xevr/ps.......... 
AH-2 8-band tuner w/mt and whip....... 836.00 709% RP-1220 1.2GHz 10w repeater.............. 2819.00 2349 | IC-229A 25w 2m FM xevr/TIP........ 449.00 319% 


IC-229H 2m FMxcvr/TIP Special! 449.00 349% 
1C-2410A 2m/440 FM xevr.......... . 889.00 649% 
I-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM XCVE . 759.00 569% | 
1C-2AT 2m HT Special! .. spot ecngehaeste Eel. 00. | 


AH-2A loa tuner system, only......... 623.00 529% 


[oon] C2 | VISA Visa cont 


Order Toll Free: 1-890-558-0411 FAX: (414) 358-3337 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY :- 


9710 W. Good Hope Road; Milwaukee, WI 53223 ¢ Phone (414) 358-0333 
AES”® BRANCH STORES 


WICKLIFFE, Ohio 44092 ORLANDO, Fla 32803 CLEARWATER, Fla 34625 LAS VEGAS, Nev 89106 


Due to space limitations some ICUM items, especially 
accessories, are not listed. For information, please 
Call Toll Free or see the latest AES® Catalog. 


28940 Euclid Avenue 621 Commonwealth Ave 1898 Drew Street 1072 N. Rancho Drive 
Phone (216) 585-7388 Phone (407) 894-3238 Phone (813) 461-4267 Phone (702) 647-3114 


1-800-321-3594 1-800-327-1917 No Toll Free Line 1-800-634-6227 
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THE PANHANDLE AT A GLANCE 


-By ‘‘Matt’’ Matthew, KC4RKJ 


Ed. Note: Matt was unable to submit his report this 
“month since he and his wife Lorraine had to make an 
emergency trip to New Jersey. FLORIDA SKIP extends 
deepest sympathies to Lorraine whose father passed away 
last week. 


SPECIAL CLUB CALLSIGNS 
APPROVED 


The FCC has amended its Amateur Service rules to 
provide for volunteer organizations to administer a system 
designed to provide special callsigns to club and military 
recreation stations. This action was authorized by the 
Telecommunications Authorization Act of 1992. Organiza- 
tions selected for the new system will be known as ‘‘Club 
and Military Recreation Station Call Sign Administrators.”’ 


An administrator must enter into a written agreement with 
the FCC, and public notices will be issued listing the 
administrators. To be an administrator, the organization must 
exist for the purpose of furthering the Amateur Service. Its 
membership must include at least one percent of the amateur 
operators licensed by the FCC, and it must be capable of 
serving as an administrator in all places where the Amateur 
Service is regulated by the FCC. 


An administrator must agree to accept and process all 
properly completed license application forms from ‘the 
trustees of club stations and from the custodians of military 
recreation stations without regard to race, sex, religion, 
_ national origin or membership (or lack thereof) in any 
Amateur Service organization. The organization cannot 
charge a fee or accept any form of reimbursement for 
services provided as an administrator. 


Within 10 days of receiving an application, an administra- 
tor must provide the FCC’s licensing facility at Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, with the actual license document, including the 
callsign. The document must be ready for endorsement and 
mailing. 


Each administrator will be assigned initially a block of 
callsigns having a two-letter prefix from the NA-NZ ‘‘by 
three’’ series. An example of a block would be NAIAAA 
through NAOZZZ. There are 26 possible blocks. The 
administrator must issue public announcements detailing the 
policies and procedures of its callsign system. 


Dates for accepting applications from peleig adminis- 
trators have not yet been announced. 
: - Westlink May 27, 1993 


FLA. SKIP IRON-ON TRANSFERS! 


Large (4%" x 4”) 
$3.00 ea. or 4/$10.00 
Small (1 x 1“) 


$1.00 ea. or 7/$5.00 


All orders must include self-addressed, sianrnped envelope. 
White only. Send check or money order to: 
Fia. Skip, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 


} WA8FON 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of the gollowing 
Florida Amateur Radio Operators. Please  notif 
FLORIDA SKIP of any silent keys in you area. 


K1ADU - Robert C. King, Brooksville 
WAZ2IPN - Eugene Ciesla, Port Richie _ 
K4BZS - Ken Farwell, 69, Live Oak 
W4BGER - Leigh W. Blakslee, Jr., Sarasota 
W4DPS - Owen J. McReynolds, Cape Coral 

_ WA4DXW - Richard O. Palmer, Gainesville 
WB4FTN - Carmen A. Agostini, Winter Park 
K4KKP - Charles O. Smith, Sr., N. Fort Meyers 
WA4UQD - Robert N. Willey, Jr., 76, Okeechobee 
K4KOM - Robert E. Dansby, Wausau 
K4LB - Howard J. Olson, Miami 
K4QX - Reginald J. Iversen, St Petersburg 
KC4RTL - George W. Geissinger, Royal Palm Bch. 
N4WKB - Robert O. Camp, Pace 
WB8RWYW - Larry E. Estes, Rotonda West 
AD9B - Erwin A. Pollack, Spring Hill 
KB40DM - Eugene McDougle, 70, Tampa 


WAM RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 


DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Antenna & Connectors 


Omar 


Omar Electronics tne. 
a 2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
Loganville, GA 30249 


(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 
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FLORIDA ARMY MARS NEWS 
by Lorraine S. Matthew/N4ZCF/AAM3PR 
In writing this column on Memorial Day weekend, I am 


reminded that we, in Florida Army MARS, have cause to 
reflect upon the role of the military, past and present, in 


preserving the freedom and prosperity that we, in the United © 


States, enjoy today. 
This reflection was addressed by Chief Army MARS, Bob 


Sutton, in his Memorial Day message to all Army MARS 
‘On Memorial Day, Americans _. 
assemble across our great country and around the world to . 


members. In it, he said, 


commemorate those Americans who have given their lives in 


service to their country. It is a day to reflect that the freedom > 


we so often take for granted did not come without the 
supreme sacrifice of our men and women in uniform. The 
ceremonies across our beloved nation on Memori al Day is a 
reminder of the freedoms and opportunities existing today 
because of what our military men and women accomplished 
in the past. . 


individuals, 


catrying out their assigned military duties. ... On behalf of 
the United States Army, United States Army Information 
Systems Command, we join with you and all Americans in 
commemorating those in uniform who served our Brea 
nation and are now silent keys.”’ 


In addition to the fine statement of commitment that we 
all feel, Chief Sutton chose to commemorate those MARS 
members who have served and who have passed from our 
ranks. 


He wrote, ‘‘In remembrance of our MARS silent keys, I 
ask that two minutes of silence during all Army MARS nets 
on Memorial Day be dedicated to those who have served.”’ 


Following Memorial Day so closely this year is the 49th 
anniversary of D-Day - the 6th of June, 1944. It is fitting that 
our remembrances include those who battled, bled, and died 
on the shores of Normandy in order to end forever the threat 
of world domination by a renegade dictatorship of whatever 
persuasion. 


June 1 is considered to be the beginning of hurricane 
season with the season not scheduled to end until November 
1. Experts have issued statements that this year’s collection 
of storm will be severe and other experts decree that this 
year’s storms s hould be relatively benign. In the face of such 
uncertainty, it is fitting that Florida Army MARS members 
be ready for anything. As part of preparation, Rod 
Godfrey/AAR3AE DE has coordinated a program with the 
Delaware National Guard which will inc lude the operation 
of a Hurricane Net. This net will meet daily throughout the 
hurricane season on 13.722 MHz. It will be open 24 hours 


‘per day for both voice and packet transmissions. It is hoped — 


that this frequency will allow solid coverage from Texas to 
Maine. Any operators wishing to check into the net are 
welcome to do so. 


Another area in which Florida Army MARS members are 
encouraged to participate is the annual ARRL Field Day on - 
the weekend of June 26-27, 1993. Since the primary mission — 
of MARS is to provide backup communications in times of — 
turmoil, it would be app ropriate for every member to enter a 


Field Day activity. The entry categories are designed so that 
operators in all stages of capacity can participate. Class A 
includes those station groups who set up specifically for Field 
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. I suggest to each and every one of you that- 
Army MARS continues to maintain a special bond with these — 
many of whom were MARS ~ members: or ° 
provided us the privilege of supporting them while they were. . 


Day in a location that i s not a regular station location and 
whose facilities are not conducive to normal station 
operation. No permanent structures may be installed for Field 
Day use. The stations are literally in the field. There is a 
Battery Class A and a Class A whic h can use generators. 
The classes run the gamut of capability from those who will 
ve out in the field to those who need to be able to operate 
from their own home stations. The home stations fall under 
Class D and Class E. Class D stations are pe rmitted to use 


‘commercial power and their only limitation on contacts is 


that they may not count a contact with another Class D 
station. Class E Home Station is one that uses emergency . 
power. This home station can count all contacts with every 


cate gory of station. There are operating Classes between A 


and D, of course.-All the details can be found in the May 
issue of QST or by consulting with local radio clubs or other 


: ARRL members. 


_ The categories of peridion are planned so that everyone 
can be a part of a National event, part of an event that is so 


important to the. safety and security of the citizens of this 


country.: Field Day is considered to be so important that, 


currently, there are discussions with the ARRL to have Army 
MARS. included with the ARRL plans for Field Day 
-activities this year. I call upon all MARS members to get 


involved i in this event. 


By the time this column is published, Florida Army 
MARS will have two new installations is place. The new 
NWFL packet node, under the guidance of Steve/AAT4BM, 
should be up and running by Memorial Day. The new 
Tallahassee packet digi should be up a nd running very 
shortly thereafter. The new Tallahassee digi was a surprise io 
us all but, apparently Kent/AAT4OT saw a need and was 
able to arrange for the filling of that need. Congratulations, 


Kent. I would like to be able to acknowledge the co 


ntributions in full to these two enterprises; but I don’t have 
the necessary information as yet. A new digi at Gainesville, a 
project being encouraged by Bill/AAV4DP, is being develo- 
ped. With the addition of these three installations, Florida 
Army MARS may be very close to having the statewide 
VHF packet links that have been wanted for so long. Only 
time and subsequent testing will tell the story in full. 


Ed. Note: FLORIDA SKIP extends its deepest sympathies 
to Lorraine in the death of her father in New Jersey last 
week, ; 


Navy/Marine Corps MARS Florida Coordinator 
Appointed ; 
-By Carl Zellich, AA4MI 
Special Correspondent 


- Effective May 8, 1993, Brian Van Alstine, NNNOJTI, 


Pk 


~ relieves Barbara Noonan, NNNOSNW, as the Florida Area 
Coordinator (FAC). Brian will use the administrative call 


sign NNNOGAL in the performance of his duties as FAC. 


_ This is Brian’s second tour as FAC. The previous time was 


1984 to 1986, He’s been in Navy-Marine Corps MARS since 
1978. 


. iris sppaianulentey was conveyed, by the Director, Feeion 
Two, Charleston Naval Base, S. C., to all Navy-Marine 
Corps stations | in Region Two, which i is the southeastern area 


‘ of the US. 


Brian is a eae: of the ‘OAlnde Amatene Radio Club, 
Titusville ARC, VP of the Brevard Packet Group and 


operates a full-service PBBS, a node, and digipeater for the 


Cape Canaveral area. 


His address: Brian L. Van Alstine, NNNOGAL, N4AWX, 
4290 Pine St.; Cocoa FL 32629. Ph: (407) 636-3126. 


RATE CARD INFORMATION 


HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs a 
e rate of 10 cents per word, which includes address, call 
sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. All 
ommercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per word. 
Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. 
Each HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad 
ill be published unless accompanied by full remittance! 
e require all HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing 
address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make 
it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
AMBARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 


Full-page $125.00. Half (1/2) page $80.00. One-quarte 
1/4) page $55.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according 
o size of ad and typeset required for same. 


Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of 
each month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, Melbourne, FL 
2935. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Than 
you for your cooperation. 


- Editor 


WANTED - Yaesu FP301D power supply, Manual or 
copy for FTV 250 transverter, Service manual or copy for 
ICOM IC-27. WA2AQW - PH: 407-878-9783. 


NEEDED - ANTENNA INSTALLER to re-erect HF 
antenna damaged by hurricane Andrew. KC4NK, Neal 


Atkins, 5 Island Ave. Miami Beach, FL 33139. 
532-8725. 


BIG SALE 


Motorola Slimline HI-227 stand-up charger and HT-220 
Slimline HT, $50.00 plus UPS. Shure 410-B mobile/fixed 
mike with instructions - 4-pin connector, $15.00 plus UPS. 


RCA HT (HFA 518822 (2 chnl) $40.00 ea., RCA 
matching battery charger, like new TCA-100 #35.00 each 
(have 2 each), BEARCAT 210XL 18 chnl, digital readout, 
memory backup, 115 vac operation. Can be used on:12 vdc 

in boat or car, with ant. $69.50 plus UPS. 


KENWOOD HANDHELD TR-2400, looks/works like 
new, rubber duck, strap and wall charger - $110.00. 


(305) 


Uniden-Bearcat BC-140 scanner, Amateur, Police, Fire, 
etc., 10 chnl digital readout, with antenna and wall charger 
-$52.00 plus UPS. 


YAESU 23 handheld, pad, antenna, new FNB-1O battery. 
Problem on transmit side, otherwise perfect. $100.00 plus 
S UPS. 


Andy Clark (W41YT), 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 


: 33166, (305) 888-3874. 


| e 


From letter to welfare dept: I am writing the welfare 
department to say that my baby was born two years old. 
When do I get my money? 


SELL - Yaesu FT990DC, five months old, as new - 
$1475.00 firm. Will consider a high serial number Kenwood 
TS930/AT as a partial trade-in. Ray Kemper (K4ICB); 2630 
Bismark Way; Sarasota FL 34231. (813) 922-0138. 


SELL. - Kenwood TS-830S with YK-88C and YG-455C 
filters; 2 extra 6146B tubes; MC-60 mic; Heathkit HM-102 
SWT/PWR mtr; and Autek MK-1 keyer - $600.00. AMP 
Supply LA-1000 no tune 1200 watt amplifier - $300.00. 
Ronald Murphy, N4ELA, 2075 Mooringline Dr., Vero Beach 


FL 32963. (407) 231-9151. 


WANTED - Kenwood TS-940 SAT, Mint serial 7MIL 
plus. Sell or trade (toward TS940). Kenwood TS930 SAT 
excellent, just back from Kenwood, $925.00, and Tektronix 
475, 200 MHz scope, $550.00 OBO. Marshall Goldblatt, 
W4EMB, 11801 S.W..70 Av, Miami FL 33156. (305) 


I am very much annoyed to find that you have branded 
my son illiterate. This is a dirty lie as | was married a week 
before he was born. From letter to welfare dept. 


WANTED - Commodore instruction book and/or 
diagram, URGENT. Mike Gomez, WB2CIJ, 3310 NW 98th 
St., Miami FL 33147. PH: (305) 835-0483. 


SELL - DRAKE C-Line, high S.N., all filters, 4NB 
blanker, manuals, cables, mint, low fr. $575.00. ICOM 
accessories: FL-52A CW filter, $65.00; AG25 2M GaSFET 
preamp, $60.00; SM-6 mike, $25.00; MFJ-931 artificial 
ground, as new, $45.00. Bob Needleman, KD4ZN/3, 2803 
Stanbridge St., #B-220, Norristown, PA 19401. (215) 
279-2515 eves. 


Actual C & W song title: I Gave Her a Ring and She 
Gave Me the Finger. 


SELL - UHF Repeater ICOM ICRP-3010 with cavities; 
DB-Products Antenna DB413; 50 ft Hardline coax; cabinet 


45”” high, 21°’ wide. 17°” deep. $950.00. C. E. Dixon 
(WB4IAM) 161 E. 55 St; Hialeah FL 33013-1438. (305) 
822-9500. 


Another C & W song title: If You Get the Feeling I Don’t 
Love You, Feel Again. 


ESTATE SALE - W4IRP. All TENTEC Equipment. 
OMNI 546C, Power Supply 208, VFO 243, Tuner 170, Shure 
Mike 444D, Gonset GSB-101 Linear 3632, Modified for 
TENTEC. All in excellent working order, Desk included. 
Make offer. Call Bill (KI4MV) Tampa (813) 884-7917. 

FOR SALE - Aluma Tower T-40H heavy duty 2 section 
tower, Cushcraft A3s beam, Alliance HD-73-1 heavy duty 


rotator, control cable, coax and 3kW Palomar | to | Balun. 
Package deal $500.00. Alex Ekblad, W2HI, 4932 Bimini Rd., 


ediesta PT 53 aG08 Ay A438 
Gossip: One who’s down on who’s up, and up on who’s 
down. 
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WANTED - Heathkit deviation meter and RF Generator, 
Drake TR7, Azden 2000 2M rig and Heath Auto Tuner. Call 
Ed (KA8ANQ) 205 Eastern, St. Cloud, FL 34769. (407) 
892-0463. 


AMPLIFIERS - Heathkit SB200 w/ 2 new 572Bs or 
SB220. Both excellent. $350.00. Choice. Forrest Smith 
(KV4GR); 1244 Del Webb Blvd.; Sun Cay Cre VFL 33509. 
(813) 634-4005. 


SELL - HyGain Thunderbird 3 el antenna. $85.00. 
HyGain 40M & 80M Halfwave Doublet with traps. Model 
#2BDQ. $25.00. Larry Fettrow (W3LSV) 6603 NW 58 St.; 
Tamarac, FL 33321. (305) 720-7596. 


FREE - QSTs, 1979 to date. Mint. Al Burke, W3VR; 
12001 Kay Dr.; N. Seminole FL 34642. (813) 397-9013. 


It is now possible for a flight attendant to get a pilot 
pregnant. - Richard Ferris, United Air Lines. 


FOR SALE - MFJ MODEL 1214PC Computer Interface, 
RTTY, FAX, CW, Etc. Factory Carton Complete. List 
$149.95, SALE $95.00 plus UPS. Roy Scott, W4UHF, 8639 
May Cir., Tampa, FL 33614. PH: (813) 932-6516. 


FOR SALE - Motorola (TI400AB) 450/470 MHz Repea- 
ter with auto patch, built in cavities, manual, 300’ 3/4’’ 
hardline, also commercial antenna, and connectors. $1000.00. 


Frank Westwood, WA4DER, 2940 SE 23 St., Okeechobee 


FL 34974. PH: (813) 763-2340. 


*“Do the nght thing. You will please some people and 
astonish the rest.’” - Mark Twain. 


WANTED - for my station: Collins 51S1 General 
Coverage Receiver. Tom Arnold, N4AVHG; 2007 E. Powhatan 
Ave.; Tampa FL 33610. (813) 237-0317. 


SELL - IC-02AT w/3 spare antennas. $265.00. WANTED 
- Kenwood TS430S w/power supply. Bill Krautheim, 
KB4FRX. Miami FL (305) 884-5777. 


NO SMUT SAYS 
ARRL 


The American Radio Relay League is taking an aggressive 
stand against obscene and indecent language on the airwaves 
by getting directly. involved in a major legal battle that has 
pit the powerful National Association of Broadcasters and 
several civil libertarian groups squarely against the Federa! 
Communications Commission. The broadcasters and thc 
‘‘absolute freedom at any cost’’ folks say that it is time for 
the FCC to stop regulatory enforcement in the area of 
broadcasting smut and contemptuous language over the 
airwaves, and to turn control over that decision to the 
individual. To back their position, the broadcast lobby has 
taken the matter into federal court in the hopes of proving 
that it is a violation of Constitutional law for the FCC to 
enforce any rule that in any way might possibly infringe on 
their “‘right’’ of freedom of expression. 


This suit would have an effect on more than just 
commercial broadcasting since some of those backing the 
NAB position are representatives of sectors of the commer- 
cial and private radio sector. Until now, the FCC has stood 
alone in trying to defend its position, but on April 2nd the 
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agency was offered support by the American Radio Relay 
League, which filed a motion to support the FCC against the 
lawsuit filed by broadcasters who seek to overturn the way 
FCC enforces indecent broadcast prohibitions through finan- 
cial penalties. 


The ARRL says that a decision in favor of the 
broadcasters could harm the FCC’s ability to combat 
indecency on amateur radio frequencies, and in a motion 
filed in United States District Court of the District of 
Columbia on March 16th, the League asked that it be 
permitted to participate in a suit brought by Action for 
Children’s Television and 20 other broadcasting and public- 
interest organizations. The broadcasters allege that monetary 
forfeiture proceedings used by the FCC in indecency cases 
violate Constitutional due process and free speech protec- 
tions. 


sce prompt judicial review of forfeiture orders is not 
ava.izoie, the broadcasters say, they must engage in 
SCji-e censorship and claim that the FCC has used this process 
t¢ punish or threaten them in violation of the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934. The broadcasters have asked the court to 
prohibit the procedures now used by the FCC to rule on 
alleged indecency violations under 18 U.S.C. 1464; to enjoin 
FCC from initiating or conducting forfeiture proceedings 
under 47 U.S.C.503(b) for alleged violations of 18 U.S.C. 
1464; and to order the dismissal of all indecency forfeiture 
proceedings under 47 U.S.C. 503(b) currently poe before 
the Commission. 


The ARRL has asked to be permitted either to intervene 
in support of the FCC, or, alternatively, to submit an amicus 
curiae brief in support of the interests of radio amateurs. 


In a statement that accompanied an ARRL press release, 
League President George Wilson, W4OYI, had his own 
thought to add. Wilson, an attorney, said, ‘‘While the relief 
sought by the plaintiffs specifically concerns the Broadcast- 
ing Service, we’re concerned that it might also have the 
effect of harming FCC efforts to enforce rules in the 
Amateur Service that have been strongly ay. by radio 
amateurs.’ 


By taking this action the ARRL seems to be telling 
broadcasters and other Commission-licensed services that 
ham radio operators do not think that the FCC rules and 
regulations infringe in any way on their freedom of speech, 
and that hams want to be regulated and are more than willing 
to live within the terms of their licenses and the rules that 
guide them. 

- April 1993 Westlink Report and ARRL Newsline 


Ed. Note. All amateur radio operators who, like me, are 
increasingly appalled by the indecency, obscenity and 
profanity imposed on us by radio, TV, and print media under 
the guise of first amendment rights, welcome and congratu- 
late the ARRL on their strong stand on this matter. Allowing 
broadcasters to interpret first amendment rights to their 
self-serving advantage would surely carry over to a segment 
of our amateur radio service. 


SKIP-ITS 


Every girl waits for the right man to come along, but in the mean- 
time, she gets married. 


Whether a man winds up with a nest egg or a goose egg depends a 
heap on what kind of chick he married. 


HAM GEAR NO-NO ON 
NORTHWEST AIRLINES 


Hams planning to travel on Northwest Airlines will want 
to pack their ham gear in their baggage and forget any 
thought of ever operating while in flight. This is because the 
nation’s fourth largest airline has announced sweeping new 
restrictions on in-flight use of almost all consumer electronic 
equipment by passengers because of new concerns about the 
dangers such equipment might pose for aircraft navigational 
systems. 


The list of electronic devices now totally restricted by 
Northwest includes cellular phones, remote-controlled toys, 
compact disc players, and FM radios, as well as citizens band 
and amateur radio transceivers. 


The airline will permit the use of electronic calculators, 
portable computers with no peripheral devices, portable tape 
players and electronic games, but it will now require that 
even these devices be stowed during takeoff and landing. 
Only after an aircraft is flying above 10,000 feet will 
passengers be permitted to use approved electronic equip- 
ment, unless restricted by the aircraft’s captain. The airline 
has instructed its flight attendants to monitor continuously the 
use of all electronic equipment by its passengers. 


Northwest says that recent studies have shown that there 
is a chance of navigation and communication receivers being 
affected by passenger-operated consumer electronic devices. 
As a result of Northwest’s findings, a wider study of all 
consumer electronic equipment is now being conducted by 
the Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics. 


- Westlink, March 1993 


CLINTON EXTENDS 


INDECISIVENESS TO FCC 


Not much has happened at the FCC even though President 
Clinton has been in office over 100 days. A permanent FCC 
Chairman has yet to be named but Toni Cook (as we have 
reported previously) is still the front runner. And the 
administrations still wants to auction off radio spectrum to 
raise $4 billion. We hear that the White House is putting 
together a “‘high-level interagency’’ task force to develop a 
regulatory policy aimed at speeding the upgrade of public 
telecommunications. 

- WSYI Report, June 1993 


According to WESTLINK REPORT, NO. 651, Cook 
””_..withdrew her name from consideration on May 27th, after 
giving birth to her first child...” 


Senate aide Antoinette (Cook) Bush’s decision to with- 
draw herself from consideration for the high post has caused 
a great deal of speculation among insiders about why one of 
the Clinton administration’s best-qualified and best-connected 
candidates would take herself out of the running. 


Back in April, White House officials had said that 
*‘Cookie,’’ as she is often called, would be the nominee for 
FCC Chairman, but President Clinton never announced it, 
even though her confirmation had seemed likely. She would 
have been the first black and the first woman to head the 
agency. 


Last January, when her name sailed to the top of the list 
of rumored candidates for the job, Bush told Broadcasting 
Magazine: ‘‘I think you’re all going to be fooled, and it’s 
going to be someone like Clinton’s brother.’’ 

- Excerpted from WESTLINK REPORT, June 10, 1993 with 
Tnx to Broadcasting Magazine, Associated Press, Washington Post 


PRESENTS THE 
28th Annual 


MELBOURNE HAMFEST 


Swap Tables 
$10 one day, $15 both days 
_ Limit 2 adjacent tables per request. 
Make check payable to PCARS for table fee plus 
registration ticket(s) fee. Include SASE. 
150 Swap-table spaces available. FREE Tailgate 
space - NO RESERVATIONS. 
Registration: 
@ $4.00 Advance/$5.00 at door per person for both 
days 
B= ~Please include SASE for advanced tickets otherwise 
tickets will be held at door. 


Saturday & Sunday 


September 11th & 12th, 1993 


Melbourne Auditorium, Hibiscus Blvd. 


Melbourne, FL 


Talk-in on the 146.25/85 Repeater 


Hotel Accommodations: 
Melboume Hilton 
200 Rialto Place 
Melbourne, FL 32901-3092 


Program: 


m@ ARRL Forum 

@ = Technical Topics 

mw Net Meetings 

m EXAMS WILL NOT BE GIVEN 


Swap tables, write: Gus Williams, N4UDL, 511 Eleutheria Lane, Indian Harbor Beach, FL 32937 


FLORIDA HAMEEST t PDATE 


DATE 
Jul 31/Aug | 


Sept 11/12 


Sept 26 


Oct 2 


Oct 16 


Oct 23/24 


Oct 29/30 


Nov 6 


Nov 20/21 


Dec 4 


LOCATION NOTES 
Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Center 


Cor. So. Lee and W. Bay Streets 
Talk-in on 146.76 
Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.85 
New Port Richey New Port Richie Recreation Center 
(Sunday only) 
6630 Van Buren 
Talk-in on 145.350 or 147. 150 


Titusville FREE! At Arthur Dunn Airport 
Talk-in on 146.910 — 
Starke . Bradford County Fairgrounds 


US 301 and SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
West Palm Beach — Expo Center at South Fla Fairgrounds 
SR 80 just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165. 
St. Petersburg QCWA National Convention at 
St. Pete-Clearwater Airport Holiday 
Inn 
Talk-in on 145.290 
Eustis Lake County Fairgrounds ~ 
Talk-in on 147.255 & 442.900 
Tampa Expo Hall, Fla State Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.940 
Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 
on U.S. 441, 1.5 miles north of 
3S.R. 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 


SIRI AIA AI -IICIOKR ICI ICIOK ACCC IK A OK ARK IRR KARO AC og KK AK Og ok 


SEND ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO: 


* BILL BRITTON, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. JARDIN ST. 


OBE SOUND, FL 33455 * 


SRC IIR ACCA OK ACI III IK ACK KA SOK aK OK AK GK AK 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL, spinning his tall yarns for some of the guys 


at the Stuart Hamfest last spring. -Photo by Bob McDow (W4KOG). 
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HURRICANES - Continued from Page 1 


area follow the same basic safety rules that apply to a 
tornado threat. 

Y Stockpile sufficient maples to see you pees the 
storm and its aftermath. At a minimum you will 
need flashlights, battery operated radios, nonpena 
able food, water, and medications. 


&% Cover your windows with plywood or shutters one 
strengthen your garage doors if possible. — 


UV Go to the lowest floor of your home. 


Y Find a small room like a hall, closet, or bathroom 
away from exterior walls of the house. You may 
even reinforce a small room with two-by-fours and — 


plywood. . 

Y Turn off utilities such as natural gas, water, and 
electricity. 

 Remember...more people died in Andrew’s “ 


aftermath than in the storm itself. 


The National Weather Service and your local government 
agencies can not take complete responsibility for your safety 
during a hurricane. We will provide as much information as — 
possible on the storm’s strength and projected path and tell 
you the areas that must be evacuated. But, it is up to you to 
know the dangers that you could encounter. It is critical that 
you have a plan of action and have the resources to protect , 


ee ee 


i 
tg 


ourself and famil ey ae; 
y elf and your family. | ‘i a 


ie. 


MESSAGE - Continued from Page 2 


We decided to thoroughly check out the house wiring 
system and the handy-dandy tester indicated that the house 
wiring has no ground. The grounding stake at the meter 
checks out properly but we theorize that when there was 
some remodeling done, which involved the circuit breaker 
box, a ground was lost. My radio shack is separately 
grounded to two solid copper bars outside the shack. 


As of this writing, we have not found the missing ground 
and have not cleared up the transmitter or phone problems but 
I hope that restoring my house ground will restore some 
semblance of normalcy to the household clechee ope- 
rations. ger// er 


. ‘Melbourne, FL 32935. i | 
iy Tele: 242-5993 Cora - 1-800-42 


